
 

LONGLASTING APPLAUSE FOR 74TH FESTIVAL’S 4TH PREMIERE 

 

The Melancholy Women of Ragusa premiered in Gradac 

Park 
 

Dubrovnik, 18 August 2023 – The author of the text Marijana Fumić and the director Dora 

Ruždjak Podolski chose nine exceptional women while researching Dubrovnik's historical 

material from the 13th to the 20th century, combining their intriguing stories into a unique 

stage piece, The Melancholy Women of Ragusa, which premiered last night, 17 August in 

Gradac Park. 

 

The audience followed the captivating, nostalgic journey through Dubrovnik's history from 

the perspective of nine women with bated breath. The directorial turn in stage and 

auditorium placement when choosing the location offered a new perspective towards the city 

itself, which Dora Ruždjak Podolski very effectively integrated into the play, while the 

actresses of The Melancholy Women of Ragusa led the audience through the lives and 

destinies of Dubrovnik’s women, where Marija Gučetić was embodied by Nataša Dangubić, 

Filip Menčetić by Gloria Dubelj, Maruša hodočasnica by Anica Kontić, Jelena Dorotka 

Hofmann by Nataša Kopeč, Jelena Pucić Sorkočević by Iva Kraljević, Anica Bošković by Lana 

Meniga, Pavle Ćelović by Lidija Penić-Grgaš, Lucija Miladinović by Lucija Rukavina, Nika 

Našimoka by Nikolina Prkačin, and all their men was Marin Klišmanić. 

 

In addition to director Dora Ruždjak Podolski, the creative team consists of dramaturges 

Marijana Fumić and Stela Mišković, set designer Stefano Katunar, costume designer 

Manuela Paladin Šabanović, stage movement advisor Saša Božić, composer Maro Market, 

lighting designer Elvis Butković, speech advisor Maro Martinović and stage manager Roko 

Grbin. 

 

The play is on the programme four more times: 18, 20, 21 August at 9.30 p.m. and at 10 

p.m. on 19 August. The play is realized with donation from OTP Bank.                                 

 

Tickets for The Melancholy Women of Ragusa are available via the festival website 

www.dubrovnik-festival.hr or the service www.ulaznice.hr, at the box office in the Festival 

Palace (Od Sigurate 1) every day from 9:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. and in front of the DTS building 

(Vukovarska St) from Monday to Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 

The Dubrovnik Summer Festival – the centre of Croatian and global spirit and culture, a place of creation and 

not just a place of visit, a place of community, ideas and new artistic expressions, is traditionally supported 

once again this year by the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia, the City of Dubrovnik, the 
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Dubrovnik-Neretva County, Dubrovnik Tourist Board and numerous sponsors Mastercard, Dubrovnik Airport, 

ACI club, ALH, Euroherc, Studenac, HEP, Croatian Lottery, Coca-Cola, MG Motors, Kraš, Croatia Airlines, and 

donors OTP bank, Atlantska Plovidba alongside other benefactors who helped bring this most prestigious 

cultural event in Croatia to fruition. 
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